
 
Today’s Topic: A Miraculous Return 

Matthew 2:19-23 

Christmas Day! Sunday, December 25, 2022 

1. God’s ___________________ Will 

“After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.’” 
Matthew 2:19-20 (NIV, 2011) 

2. God’s ___________________ Will 

“So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But 
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, 

he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the 
district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth.”  

Matthew 2:21-23a (NIV, 2011) 

3. God’s ___________________ Will 

“So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a 
Nazarene.” Matthew 2:23b (NIV, 2011) 

“‘I also raised up prophets from among your children and Nazirites from among 
your youths. Is this not true, people of Israel?’ declares the LORD.” 

Amos 2:11 (NIV, 2011) 

“A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch* will bear 
fruit.” Isaiah 11:1 (NIV, 2011) *Hebrew root sounds like ‘nazar’. 

 



The Point: 

 

 

Next Steps: 
Come back for our new series, “Rebuilding after the Storm”.  

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Describe a stormy time in your life.  Where you aware at the time that God was working  
through that storm?  Why or why not? 

2. Read Matthew 2:1-21.  List all the changes that this young child was forced to endure 
thus far in His short life. 

3. Read Matthew 2:22-23. Describe other stories from scripture in which God called His 
people out of Egypt to return to this promised land.  Why do you think God took 
thousands of years to repeat these acts of deliverance? 

4. God reveals His plans to Joseph through dreams.  How do you believe God directs you 
through the storms of life? 

5. This story reminds us that God has been planning for centuries to bring this family to 
their homeland in Nazareth.  How does this illustrate God’s sovereign will over the 
events of history? 

6. What truth from this study will you think about and try to apply throughout the coming 
week? 


