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1 A Word about Prophetic Perspective 
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2 A First Look 
The following table provides a “first look” at three key visions around which the story of Daniel 
is organized.  (See our discussion of “The Big Picture” in Session 2.) 

Images are licensed from Adobe. 
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3 Interwoven Visions 
These three key visions in Daniel are interwoven into an ever-growing picture of God’s plan. 
Threads woven through these visions bind them together into one whole, even though the 
earlier visions, in chapters 2 and 7 appear in Aramaic, while the vision in chapter 8 appears in 
Hebrew.  

The following chart highlights some common themes that bind the stories together, along with 
a few of their most notable differences: 

 = Themes in common   =Unique Themes 
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Daniel 2 Daniel 7 Daniel 8 
First revealed to 

Nebuchadnezzar as a dream 
First revealed to Daniel in a vision 

Recorded in Aramaic Recorded in Hebrew 

Interpretation revealed 
directly to Daniel 

A heavenly messenger sent to interpret the vision 

Four (+) kingdom images Two (+) kingdom images 

Kingdoms represented by a 
statue composed of various 
metals 

Kingdoms represented by animals 

Each image follows the other, with no explicit 
mention of conflict 

One kingdom image explicitly attacks 
another 

First kingdom image 
explicitly identified 

No kingdom images 
explicitly identified 

Both kingdom images explicitly 
identified 

Fourth kingdom symbolized by iron that crushes No reference to iron 

Fourth kingdom divided (10 toes? vs 10 horns) Second kingdom divided (4+ horns) 

No reference to horns Kingdoms represented by horns 

No reference to a little horn Small\Little horn displaces other horns and will oppress 
God’s “holy people” 

No reference to a little horn Little horn 
“subdues” three 

kings 

Small horn comes “out of” one of the 
other horns 

Fourth kingdom followed by a kingdom that will 
never end 

Small horn eventually destroyed, 
while other kingdoms are allowed to 
continue 

No time frame indicated Mysterious time frames given for fulfillment 

Statue destroyed by rock 
“not cut by human hands” 

The “Ancient of 
Days” gives a “son of 
man” everlasting 
dominion 

“Little” horn destroyed “not by 
human power” 
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Observations 

1. The primary theme that links the first two visions, in distinction from the third, is the 
inclusion of four (+) kingdoms, as opposed to two (+). 

2. The primary themes that link the last two visions, in distinction from the first, are the 
reference to a “little” or “small” horn that arises within the last kingdom and the 
reference to mysterious time frames for fulfillment. 

3. The primary theme that links the first and third kingdoms, in distinction from the 
second, is the fact that they contain symbolic images that are explicitly identified. 

4. The primary theme that links all three visions is the fact that they all refer to divided 
kingdoms that in the end are defeated by God’s sovereign power. 

4 The “Little” Horn Problem 
As the visions develop in chapters 7 and 8, the image of a “little” or “small” horn increasingly 
demands attention.  Identifying this horn often drives interpretation of the other images, as 
illustrated in the following table: 
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If the “little horn” of 
chapters 7 and 8 is 
identified as… 

The images in Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream in chapter 2 are identified 
as… 

The remaining images in 
Daniel’s vision in chapter 7 
are identified as… 

Antiochus Head of Gold ->  
     Babylon 
Chest and arms of silver ->  
     Media 
Belly and thighs of bronze -> 
    Persia 
Legs of iron -> 
    Greece 
Feet of iron and clay -> 
    Less formidable kingdoms 
    Descending from Alexander, 
    especially Seleucia  

Lion -> 
     Babylon 
Bear -> 
     Media 
Leopard -> 
     Persia 
Beast -> 
     Greece 
 

Vespasian/Titus Head of Gold ->  
     Babylon 
Chest and arms of silver ->  
     Media\Persia 
Belly and thighs of bronze -> 
    Greece 
Legs of iron -> 
    Rome 
Feet of iron and clay -> 
    Less formidable kingdoms 
    descending from Rome, 
    possibly into modern times  

Lion -> 
     Babylon 
Bear -> 
     Media\Persia 
Leopard -> 
     Greece 
Beast -> 
     Rome 

A Future Antichrist Head of Gold ->  
     Babylon 
Chest and arms of silver ->  
     Media\Persia 
Belly and thighs of bronze -> 
    Greece 
Legs of iron -> 
    Rome 
Feet of iron and clay -> 
   A reconstituted, world-wide 
   Roman empire 

Lion -> 
     Babylon 
Bear -> 
     Media\Persia 
Leopard -> 
     Greece 
Beast -> 
     Rome and a future, 
     reconstituted world 
     empire 
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Given the pivotal nature of this image, it will be helpful to begin by examining the details 
surrounding this “little horn.” 

4.1 Concrete References in Chapters 2 and 8 
Providentially, the visions in these two chapters provide a few concrete references that must 
anchor our interpretations:   

• The head of gold refers to the “king of Babylon” (2:38),  
• The ram refers to the “kings of Media and Persia” (8:20) 
• The goat refers to the “king of Greece” (8:21) 

The concrete reference to Babylon in chapter 2 tells us that we must start with history, the 
time of Nebuchadnezzar.  The Babylon Empire ceases to exist after the conquest of Cyrus in 
539 BC. 

The concrete references in chapter 8 continue the story.  The empires of Media and Persia 
follow Babylon, and the empire of Greece follows that of Persia.  The historical accuracy of this 
progression leaves little room for argument.  Whether interpreters believe that Daniel was 
written in the sixth or second century BC, they agree that 8:20-21 refers to historical fact, 
whether it was foreseen by Daniel or recollected by a later editor. 

4.2 A Broken Horn 
The goat identified in 8:21 as the “king of Greece” attacks the Media/Persia ram “from the 
west” and is pictured “with a prominent horn between its eyes” (8:5).  In Daniel’s vision, “at 
the height of its power,” the goat’s single horn “was broken off, and in its place four prominent 
horns grew up toward the four winds of heaven.” (8:8; compare 11:3-4)   

Historically, Alexander invaded Persia from the west and defeated Darius III in 331 BC at the 
Battle of Gaugamela.  On his way home from the battle, he died of a mysterious illness in the 
Babylonian palace of Nebuchadnezzar II in 323 BC. His death triggered a lengthy struggle over 
succession until by 315 BC four kingdoms remained, each of which was ruled by one of 
Alexander’s former military leaders: Lysimachus, Cassander, Ptolemy and Antigonus.  The 
following map illustrates this division: 
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Source: explorethemed.com, accessed 10/1/2022 

It is tempting to see the four kingdoms in the map as a fulfillment of this heavenly vision.  The 
historical account in chapter 11 picks up the story at this point, just before Seleucus defeats 
Antigonus at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BC, establishing the Seleucid empire. We must exercise, 
caution, however, because this regional map changed frequently after Alexander’s death, as 
his former generals struggled for control.    

It is also possible that “the four winds of heaven” is a general reference to the four points on 
the compass: North, South, East and West.  From within the former kingdom of Judea, God’s 
people would have been surrounded by the divided kingdoms descended from Alexander’s 
empire, however many there may have been at any point in time.   

4.3 The “Small” Horn in Chapter 8 
A Growing Horn 

From “four prominent horns,” another horn emerges.  It “started small,” but then “grew in 
power to the South and the East and toward the Beautiful Land.” (8:9)    

After Alexander’s death, it took awhile for the Seleucid empire to emerge.  It was not one of 
the original four.  Eventually, however, it was able to displace the kingdom of Antigonus which 
preceded it and dominated the eastern territories.   In the south, Seleucia repeatedly struggled 
with the Ptolemaic kingdom for control of the valuable trade routes formerly held by the 
kingdom of Judea.  By 198 BC, Antiochus III had retaken the “Beautiful Land,” including 
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Jerusalem, and continued to expand his kingdom to its greatest extent until his defeat by the 
Romans in 190 BC.  The following map illustrates the size of the Seleucid empire at this point: 

 

In other words, the brief description of the small but growing horn mentioned in 8:9 fits what 
we know about the emergence of the Seleucid empire. 

The Matured Horn 

According to Daniel’ vision, this small horn grows.  Historically, this may refer more to a line of 
rulers, rather than one particular ruler.  After this line fully matures, the reigning king 
accomplishes some remarkable feats (8:10-12): 

• It reached “the host of the heavens,” “threw down” heavenly stars, and “trampled on 
them” 

• “It set itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the Lord” 
• It took away the LORD’s daily sacrifice 
• The LORD’s sanctuary was “thrown down” 
• It prospered in everything it did, and “truth was thrown to the ground”. 

Later, when this vision is interpreted for Daniel, additional details are revealed (8:23-25): 

• He is a “fierce-looking king,” and a “master of intrigue” 
• He will become strong “but not by his own power” 
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• “He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does” 
• He will destroy the “mighty, holy people” 
• He will “cause deceit to prosper” 
• He will consider himself “superior” 
• He will destroy many and “take his stand against the Prince of princes” 
• He will be destroyed, “but not by human power”. 

In this long list of clues, few provide concrete historical markers.  Most of them could apply to 
any number of rulers that followed Alexander.   

The reference to entering the heavens, bringing down and trampling on the stars seems to 
imply a spiritual war going on behind the earthly wars, a theme that is developed later in 
Daniel.  This theme might also lie behind the references to the horn’s stand against the “prince 
of princes” and its battle to throw down the truth.  By themselves, however, these references 
do not point to an historical event that can be identified without further elaboration. 

Within this long list of clues, the most, concrete definitive marker seems to be the reference to 
the LORD’s daily sacrifices and His sanctuary. 

In the long list of kings and kingdoms that follow Alexander, one is especially remembered as a 
desecrator of the Lord’s sanctuary.  Antiochus IV Epiphanes assumed the throne of the 
Seleucid empire in 175 BC.  In retaliation for resistance, he initiated a systematic oppression of 
Judean worship, forbidding their priests from performing circumcisions and offering sacrifices 
upon the altar.  In their place, he apparently sacrificed a pig to the Greek god, Zeus.  Beginning 
in about 168 BC, this oppression continued until the Maccabees were able to recapture 
Jerusalem and reconsecrate the sanctuary in 164 BC. 

A few other details regarding Antiochus seem to fulfill this portion of Daniel’s vision: 

• He leveraged the power of Rome and others to secure his power base, (“not by his own 
power,” 8:24) 

• For a while at least, he destroyed “the mighty, holy people,” who opposed his Hellenistic 
reforms.  (8:24) 
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• He certainly considered himself “superior.” (8:25) The term, “Epiphanes,” comes from a 
phrase he had stamped on coins claiming that he was a “manifestation of God.” 

Coin from Reign of 
Antiochus, Greek 

inscription reads ΘΕΟΥ 
ΕΠΙΦΑΝΟΥΣ 

ΝΙΚΗΦΟΡΟΥ / 
ΒΑΣΙΛΕΩΣ ΑΝΤΙΟΧΟΥ, 

Source: Wiki Commons  
 

• He died from sickness, rather than by “human power.” (8:25)  A later Jewish tradition 
interprets this disease as divine judgment; compare 2 Maccabees 9:5-9. 

• Some interpreters argue that his “stand against the prince of princes” (8:25) is a 
reference to the murder the Judean High Priest, Onias III, in 171 BC.  (Note, the NIV 
capitalizes the word translated, “Prince,” in this verse, but this is an interpretive 
assumption on the editor’s part.) 

• Some interpreters also argue that the reference to the “2300 evenings and mornings” 
(8:14) required for the reconsecration of the temple, may, at least at one level, describe 
the six plus years between the death of Onias III in 171 BC and the reconsecration of the 
temple in 164 BC. (See the discussion is Session 4 on Mysterious Time References.)  

In addition to these details, it is probably also significant that chapter 11 traces this story from 
the establishment of the Seleucid empire until the rise of Antiochus, when his forces “will 
desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice.” (11:31) 

There are, therefore, many reasons to find references to Antiochus in Daniel’s vision from this 
chapter. 

At the same time, however, caution is warranted.  There are aspects of this “small horn” vision 
that do not seem entirely fulfilled in the story of Antiochus.  For example, it seems like an 
overstatement to assert that the horn of his kingdom “grew until it reached the host of the 
heavens, and it threw some of the starry host down to the earth and trampled on them.” (8:10)  
When Antiochus assumed the throne, the kingdom was shell of its former self, especially after 
Rome defeated his predecessor at the Battle of Magnesia in 190 BC. 

Likewise, he certainly did not “prosper in everything [he] did,” nor does it seem that, under his 
reign, “truth was thrown to the ground,” at least not entirely. (8:12, 24)    Technically speaking, 
he did not “throw down” the sanctuary. (8:11)  The temple still stood at the end of his reign. 



Exploring Daniel, Session 3, page 13 

4.4 The “Little” Horn in Chapter 7 
The vision of the little horn in chapter 8 is an expanded version of what Daniel saw in the 
vision recorded in chapter 7.  In this earlier vision, the little horn emerges from a ten-horned 
beast, uprooting three other horns. It has human eyes and a boastful mouth (7:8). 

More detail is added in 7:21-22: 

“As I watched, this horn was waging war against the holy people and defeating 
them, until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the 
holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the 
kingdom.” 

Later, a heavenly interpreter provides still more information about this kingdom (7:24-26): 

• It will be different than the earlier kingdoms. 
• It will subdue three kings. 
• It will speak against the Most High and oppress His holy people 
• It will try to change the set times and laws 
• The holy people will be delivered into his hands for “time, times and half a time”. 
• A (heavenly, 7:10) court will sit and take away his power, and his kingdom will be 

destroyed forever. 

Compared to the vision in chapter 8, fewer concrete details are provided here that would 
enable us to make a definite historical identification.   Taken by itself, there is not enough 
detail here to identify this little horn with the Seleucid empire in general or Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes in particular.  The reference to the king’s attempt “to change the set times and 
laws” (7:25) may refer to Antiochus’ attempt to suppress Judea’s worship, but this is not 
necessarily clear.  In 164 BC, the Maccabees recaptured Jerusalem, but it would be a stretch to 
regard this as a fulfillment of 7:21-22, when the “holy people” again possessed the kingdom. 
The other references to oppression of the Judean people are generic enough to apply to 
several rulers from this period. 

Some interpreters have argued that the reference to “times, time and half a time” refers to 
the period when Antiochus enforced his prohibitions on Judean worship, from about 168 BC 
until the reconsecration of the temple in 164 BC. (8:25) This may be the case, but the Aramaic 
phrase used in this context may refer to something other than three and a half concrete years.  
(See our discussion of Mysterious Times in Session 4). Also, Antiochus’ oppression of the 
Judean people certainly extended beyond this period, as is clear from the part he played in the 
murder of the Judean High Priest, Onias III, in 171 BC.   
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Furthermore, we cannot with certainty identify the ten kingdoms that comprise the “beast” 
from which Antiochus would have come (7:7), nor the “three kings” (7:24) whom he displaced.   

Taken together, the details provided in the vision of chapter 7 do not point clearly to 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes as its explicit historic fulfillment.  While this identification may remain 
possible and implicit, it cannot be asserted with certainty. 

Most importantly however, in comparison to the vision in chapter 8, this vision culminates in 
glorious language concerning the culmination of God’s plan.  The first part of the vision ends 
with an image of God’s conquering king: 

“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, 
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led 
into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations 
and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be 
destroyed.” (7:13-14) 

The interpretation section of the vision also culminates in a glorious promise:   

“Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will 
be handed over to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an 
everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.” (7:27) 

It seems clear that there is no sense in which these promises were fulfilled in the time of 
Antiochus, even upon his defeat by the Maccabees. 

5 Comparing the Kingdom Visions in Chapters 2, 7 and 8 
This comparison of the little horn images suggests a story line behind the collective visions 
provided in chapters 2, 7 and 8. 

Chapter 2 tells us there will be a succession of kingdoms that follows Nebuchadnezzar, but in 
the end God’s kingdom will destroy all of them and assert itself throughout the world.   

Chapter 7 expands this vision to show that, before God initiates His final victory, another 
kingdom looms that is more intimidating and powerful than earlier kingdoms.  From this 
menacing, intimidating kingdom a smaller kingdom will emerge that will especially focus its 
venom upon God’s people.  Nevertheless, God’s glorious promise remains in force.  He, like 
the rock in chapter 2, will eventually subdue His enemies.  This victory will come through one 
uniquely revealed as a “son of Man.”  
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Both chapters 2 and 7 are written in Aramaic, making the theological point that God is 
sovereign over the nations.  Chapter 8, written in Hebrew, focuses the story on God’s chosen 
people. 

In this expansion of the vision, details are provided which draw unavoidable attention to 
historic events which, from Daniel’s perspective, still lie in the future.   The little horn of 
chapter 7 matures in chapter 8 and becomes an oppressive nightmare for God’s people.  He 
cuts of their sacrifices and desecrates their temple.  When people see this, they need to take 
note.  God is about to act.  Something is about to happen. 

To those who live through the time of Antiochus, two truths become evident.  Assuming that 
these are genuine prophecies revealed in the sixth century BC, God has proven His sovereignty 
over history by declaring in advance how He controls the fate of kings while remaining faithful 
to His people. 

Another truth, however, also becomes clear.  After Antiochus is gone, after the temple is 
reconsecrated, other kingdoms remain that are hostile to God’s kingdom.  The promised “son 
of Man” has not yet appeared, and God’s people do not yet reign over other kingdoms.  Part 
of the vision has yet to be fulfilled.       

6 Daniel and Revelation 
Those reading Daniel from a Christian perspective find a continuation of these visions in the 
New Testament, especially in Revelation 13.  (Note, in Session 5, we will look at the evidence 
of the Gospels.) 

In Daniel, we encounter the lion, Nebuchadnezzar, who destroys the temple, and, in chapter 8 
especially, the “little” horn, Antiochus IV Epiphanes who desecrates it.  Now, in John’s vision, 
we encounter another beast that attacks God, His people, and His sanctuary.  Readers in that 
day would have little trouble identifying this new beast as the Roman Caesar, who, in 70 AD, 
was responsible for again destroying and causing desolation in God’s sanctuary, just like 
Nebuchadnezzar and Antiochus before him. 

This vision in Revelation, therefore, handles these images in Daniel on two levels.  On one 
level, they contain historic proof.  God has already proven His sovereignty over history and the 
kings that dominate history, kings like Nebuchadnezzar and Antiochus. 

At the same time, however, these visions also point to events within in John’s lifetime. God’s 
called people in that time have just witnessed another “horn” destroy and desecrate the 
Lord’s sanctuary.  They find themselves seeing the world from Daniel’s perspective, reeling 
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from devastation, looking for a new vision from God that will confirm His sovereignty over 
these events. 

In other words, the images of Daniel are not fulfilled in one and only one historic moment.  
The little horn appears as both the Seleucid and the Roman empire, as both Antiochus and 
Vespasian\Titus.   The vision of John in Revelation 13 shows that, in a very significant sense, 
the events of 165 BC foreshadow and inform the events of 70 AD.    

7 Conclusions regarding Identity 
 

 

Where, then, does this leave us when it comes to identifying the various kingdom images in 
Daniel’s visions? 

We begin with what we can say for sure.  We have explicit references to concrete, historic 
entities presented in chapters 2 and 8.  Beyond these references, however, we are left to sort 
these matters out by reading in between the lines of history. 

All this in turn begs a larger question.  Are we meant to sort it all out, as if it were an encoded 
message meant to be deciphered? 

What if these visions are meant to provide enough detail to inspire trust, while also pointing 
us forward and heavenward to the larger plan of God? 
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In Daniel’s time, God proves His sovereignty by bringing Babylon to heel, and using Cyrus to 
enable His people to return to their homeland.  Also, in Daniel’s time, He describes other 
historical markers in the future, so that when they occur, the people will know that He is Lord 
of history.  The kingdom of Greece will be one of those markers.  Antiochus will be another.  
He will emerge from one of the kingdoms descending from Alexander’s empire, and he will 
oppress God’s people and desecrate His sanctuary, as Nebuchadnezzar did in the time of 
Daniel. 

When the people see this marker, they should pause.  God is about to do something.    

And yet, as the people will discover, Antiochus will come and go.  The sanctuary is 
reconsecrated, but the entire plan of God is not yet complete.  Has God therefore abandoned 
His plan?  To answer this question, God weaves threads through Daniel’s visions to assure us 
that he has bigger plans that will not end with this oppressor.  Other oppressors will come and 
go, but God is not finished.  The people of God must therefore stay tuned until God reveals a 
new stage of His plan that will take effect soon after Antiochus goes to his grave. 

Are we finished, then, with seeing oppressing emperors like Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, 
Alexander, Antiochus, or Caesar?  Is there another Antichrist still out there? The visions in 
Daniel chapters 7 and 8 by themselves do not seem to answer this question with certainty.  
They neither preclude nor require this interpretation.  This does not seem to be the question 
they are meant to address. 

By pointing to Antiochus in the foreground and picturing God’s glorious victory in the future, 
they urge us forward through whatever valleys we may encounter between here and there, 
between now and then.   

8 What’s the Point? 
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was 
given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language 

worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14 

Whatever God’s glorious victory looks like, it will involve the arrival of a powerful son of Man.  
All eyes should be on Him. 
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