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1 Multiple References 
The book of Daniel contains the following list of mysterious time references: 

• “Let his mind be changed from that of a man and let him be given the mind of an 
animal, till seven times pass by for him.” 4:16 (repeated in 4:23, 25, 32) 

• “He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to change the 
set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, times 
and half a time.” 7:25 

• “He said to me, ‘It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be 
reconsecrated.’” 8:14 

• “In the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the 
word of the LORD given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem 
would last seventy years.” 9:2 

• “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, 
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 
seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place. Know and understand 
this: From the time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the 
Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It 
will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. After the sixty-two 
‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing. The people of the 
ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a 
flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been decreed.  He will 
confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the ‘seven’ he will put 
an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up an abomination that 
causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.” 9:24-27 

• “The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand 
and his left hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, 
saying, ‘It will be for a time, times and half a time. When the power of the holy people 
has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.’” 12:7 

• “From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 
desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and 
reaches the end of the 1,335 days. 12:11-12 

• The phrase, “time of the end,” occurs 6 times in the book: 8:17, 19; 11:35, 40; 12:4, 9 
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2 A First Look 

2.1 Reflecting Periods of Judgment 
From these references, a larger picture emerges: 

Three Set Periods of Judgment in Daniel 

 

These images of judgment reflect and build upon one another.  Collectively, they communicate 
both the certainty and the fixed limits of God’s judgments.  The judgment predicted in 9:24 is 
just as certain as the historic judgements in 4:16 and 9:2. Likewise, this larger judgment will 
end in due time, just as the earlier judgments have. 

2.2 A Focus on the End 
While the judgment that Daniel and his people faced under Nebuchadnezzar will soon come to 
an end, a longer judgment on God’s people will extend into the “distant future” (8:26).  
Throughout Daniel’s visions of this larger judgment, focus is placed upon “time of the end,” as 
demonstrated in the following diagram: 
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3 The “Sevens” of Chapter 9 
Chapter 9 paints a broader word picture of this judgment period, building on time references 
in earlier chapters and providing a background to references in subsequent chapters. 

3.1 Setting the Stage 
Chapter 9 begins with a reference to the captivity in Babylon and ends by predicting another 
captivity under a different ruler.  

Jeremiah predicted that the first captivity in Babylon would last 70 years, and this prediction 
inspires Daniel to pray for God’s deliverance.  (See Jeremiah 25:11-12, 29:10; 2 Chronicles 
36:21.)  According to Daniel’s calculations, in the “first year of Darius son of Xerxes,” this 
seventy-year period should just about be completed.  (9:1-2).  
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In the closing words of his prayer, Daniel appeals specifically to the Name of God, which is now 
demeaned in the world because of the desolation of His people, His city, and His sanctuary:  

“Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, Lord, look 
with favor on your desolate sanctuary. Give ear, our God, and hear; open your eyes and 
see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you 
because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. Lord, listen! Lord, forgive! 
Lord, hear and act! For your sake, my God, do not delay, because your city and your 
people bear your Name.” (9:17-19) 

In response to this plea, heaven sends the messenger, Gabriel, to assure Daniel that God has 
set a limit to that desolation: 

“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, 
to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to 
seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.” (9:24) 

God plans to deal, not just with the desolation itself, but more importantly with its causes — 
the sin and wickedness that underlies it.  This larger work will require more than one period of 
seventy years.  It will require “seventy ‘sevens’”. 

This is probably not the answer that Daniel expected.  He is asking about deliverance from the 
people’s captivity in Babylon, only to hear that another captivity is on the way.  One judgment 
may be completed, but another judgment is coming. 

3.2 A Division of “Sevens” 
The “seventy ‘sevens’” of future judgment are broken into three shorter periods of differing 
lengths: “seven ‘sevens,’” “sixty-two ‘sevens,’” and what appears to be one, last “seven”.  The 
following diagram illustrates these divisions.  
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Sometime during the first two periods, possibly by the end of first period of seven “sevens,” 
(as translated in the ESV) the city “will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of 
trouble.” (9:25) 

Beyond this one detail, the remaining predicted events occur just before and during the last 
“seven.” At the end the second period of “sixty-two ‘sevens,’” an “anointed one” comes but is 
eventually “cut off,” or “put to death,” as the NIV has it (9:26).  Wars and desolations then 
continue into the last “seven.” 

As in the kingdom visions presented in chapters 2, 7 and 8, emphasis is placed on the end, in 
this case, the last seven. 

During the last seven, God’s people will find themselves back where they started. Another 
oppressive ruler will reach a “covenant” with them, but then, in the “middle” of the seven, he 
will end their sacrifices and offering in their “sanctuary.”  Instead, they will experience another 
“abomination of desolation.” The ruler’s oppression will continue “until the end that is decreed 
is poured out on him.” (9:27) 
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3.3 Building on Chapter 7 
Chapter 7 also anticipates the arrival of a malevolent ruler who “will speak against the Most 
High and oppress his holy people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people 
will be delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a time.” (7:25) 

Just as Chapter 9 breaks down the larger period of judgment into three periods of varying 
length, Chapter 7 likewise breaks down this more focused period of judgment into a “time, 
times and half a time.”  As the “middle” of the last seven passes, a new cycle of judgment 
begins: a shorter period (“time”), followed by a longer period (“times”), extending into the last 
“half a time”.  The following diagram illustrates this relationship between the timeframes 
described in chapters 9 and 7. 

 

3.4 Building on Chapter 8 
Chapter 8 then develops this theme.  In 8:13, a “holy one” asks the question: 

“How long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily 
sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, the surrender of the sanctuary and the 
trampling underfoot of the LORD’s people?” (8:13)    

Daniel then hears an answer: 
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“He said to me, ‘It will take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be 
reconsecrated.’” (8:14) 

This reference to “evenings and mornings,” may draw intentionally from the creation story in 
Genesis 1-2.  In that story, the sixth “evening and morning” occurs after God creates living 
beings, including human beings, on dry land. (Genesis 1:24-31). As Genesis 2 opens, the 
seventh day begins but does not end.  Human beings start the seventh day, but do not 
complete it.    

In a similar way, “2300 evenings and mornings” points beyond the sixth and into the seventh 
period.  Using either a solar or lunar calendar, “2300 evenings and mornings” would include 
more than six but less than seven years, entering the seventh period, but not completing it.  
According to 8:14, then, the sanctuary will be reconsecrated sometime before this last period 
ends.    

Using a different time metaphor, then, chapter 8 anticipates the prediction in chapter 9 
concerning what happens in the last “seven”.   Chapter 9 foresees an “abomination of 
desolation,” in the sanctuary, but chapter 8 has already foreseen its reconsecration of 
sometime within this same period.      

The following diagram illustrates these relationships: 
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3.5 Anticipating Chapter 12 
When chapter 9 ends, the reader is left hanging, desperate for better news, more information 
about how God will end this new period of oppression.  Chapter 12 provides another view into 
that end, and uses another time metaphor: 

“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 
desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and 
reaches the end of the 1,335 days.” (12:11-12) 

While the “2300 evenings and mornings” of chapter 8 point beyond six into seven, “1290 days” 
point somewhere near the middle of the seven, somewhere between 3 and 4 years.   In this 
last chapter of the book, emphasis is placed on what happens in the last half of the seven, 
after the sacrifices cease and the “abomination of desolation” is set up.  According to chapter 
9, the abomination is set up in the “middle” of the seven, but chapter 12 assures Daniel that 
the final half of that seven is also decreed.   In fact, those who survive “1335 days” will find 
themselves beyond the end of this seventh period, into the next life, in a post-judgment 
context. 

The following diagram illustrates this relationship between the two passages: 
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4 The “Time of the End” 
The phrase, “time of the end,” appears six times, two times each in chapters 8, 11 and 12. 

In chapter 8, Daniel is told that his vision of the ram and the goat “concerns the time of the 
end.” (8:17)  Two verses later, the statement is expanded: “I am going to tell you what will 
happen later in the time of wrath, because the vision concerns the appointed time of the end.” 
(8:19).   At this point, the messenger explicitly identifies the ram as the “kings of Media and 
Persia,” and the goat as “the king of Greece.” (8:20-21) Somehow these clear historical 
references must factor into the “time of the end.”   

Perhaps in contrast to this, chapter 11 uses the phrase twice in a section that is less clearly tied 
to concrete history.  Verse 35 introduces the section with language that points forward toward 
total restoration:  “Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and 
made spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.” (11:35)  
How long does it take for a stumbling wise person to be “refined, purified and made spotless”? 
Will it happen in this lifetime?      

In verse 40, the phrase occurs again.  On the surface, it seems to refer to a concrete point in 
history: “At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the king of 
the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great fleet of ships.”  
(11:40)  As we will observe in Session 5, however, the references in this portion of chapter 11 
are difficult to identify in history.  This “time of the end” may point beyond the more clearly 
defined “time of the end” identified in chapter 8. 

The last two uses of this phrase appear in chapter 12.  Daniel is told to “roll up and seal the 
words of the scroll until the time of the end.” (12:4)  The command is then repeated, in 
language similar to that used in 11:35 “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up 
and sealed until the time of the end. Many will be purified, made spotless and refined, but the 
wicked will continue to be wicked. None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise 
will understand.” (12:9)   

These verses imply that what is revealed in Daniel’s visions will remain a mystery, as least for a 
while. Daniel will seal them up, but he will not be there to unseal them.  This unsealing will 
happen in the “time of the end,” long after Daniel has passed from the scene. 

Taken together, then, these collective references seem to expand their scope as the visions 
unfold.  The initial “time of the end” clearly identified in chapter 8 grows to include a less-
defined period farther out into the future.  
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5 Searching through History 
Among the countless interpretations given to these mysterious time references, three basic 
approaches seem to be the most frequently adopted:  

• The time references point largely if not exclusively to the desecration of the temple 
under Antiochus IV Epiphanes, around 167 BC. 

• The time references, including the last “seven,” point ultimately to the coming of Jesus 
and the desecration of the temple under Titus in 70 AD. 

• The time reference to the last “seven” points forward toward a literal seven-year period 
during which a world-dominating Antichrist will desecrate a temple yet to be rebuilt in 
Jerusalem. 

5.1 “Sevens” as Literal Years?  
Many interpreters argue that the “sevens” in chapter 9 should be viewed as literal years or 
weeks of years.   In this case, “seventy sevens” would represent 490 years.  Likewise, sixty-nine 
“sevens” would represent 483 years (assumed from 9:25-26, by adding “seven ‘sevens’” and 
“sixty-two ‘sevens’”). 

5.2 A Note Concerning Calendars 
One of the factors complicating the interpretation of these mysterious time references has to 
do with the calendar that lies behind them. Both Judah and Babylon in that era used lunar 
calendars, with some sort of adjustment made periodically to account for seasonal changes, 
most often by adding another month to the year.    

Some interpreters, however, insist that a different sort of “prophetic calendar” stands behind 
the visions in Daniel.  This perfect calendar includes 12 months, each month equally consisting 
of 360 days.  Often these interpreters cite Revelation 11:2-3 which seems to equate 42 months 
with 1260 days.  Also, Revelation 12:2 indicates that a woman will be protected in the 
wilderness for 1260 days, a period that Revelation 12:14 describes as a “time, times and half a 
time.”  Finally, in the Genesis flood account, a five-month period is described as “a hundred 
and fifty days” (Genesis 7:11, 24, 8:3-4) 

Given this 360-days-per-year assumption, 1260 days would be the equivalent of 3.5 years.  
Likewise, since Revelation 12:2, 14 equates 1260 days with the phrase, “time, times and half a 
time,” these interpreters argue that it also should be understood as 3 ½ years (one “time” + 
two “times” + “half a time”). 
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It is worth noting, however, that this perfectly proportioned 12-month/30-day-per-
month/360-day-per-year model calendar could not be used in real life.  It did not make 
seasonal adjustments, nor did it account for local variations in counting years.  (Even in 
Judaism, an international calendar was not accepted until the Middle Ages.)     

This fact in turn begs a separate question.  Were these mysterious time references ever meant 
to apply to our flawed calendars?  Were they given so that we could plot these events on a 
flexible and fragile human timeline?    

If anything, perhaps they discourage us from measuring God’s schedule by our flawed 
standards.  Those receiving Divine Revelation certainly understood that dates in real life were 
calculated differently, using a different calendar.  They would have recognized this difference.  
Perhaps for them, these mysterious time references made a clearer point: God’s perfect 
timeline was not the same as our imperfect timeline.       

5.3 Identifying Historic Events 
Where to Start? 

According to the text, the first seven begins, “From the time the word goes out to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem…” (9:25).  To which “word,” then, does this statement refer?  Several 
candidates have been suggested:   

• After the destruction of the temple in 587/586 BC. In this case, the call to rebuild must 
be assumed, since it is not explicitly stated. 

• The decree of Cyrus in 539 BC, which occurs during Daniel’s lifetime, the same year that 
he received the vision in chapter 9. (See 9:1, also Ezra 1-3, 2 Chronicles 36:21). 

• The decree of Artaxerxes I in 458 BC authorizing Ezra to complete and restore worship in 
the temple (Ezra 7) 

• Authorization letter from Artaxerxes I in 445 BC providing safe conduct and lumber to 
rebuild the temple citadel, city wall and Nehemiah’s own residence.  (Nehemiah 2:7-8) 

Which “Anointed One”? 

The text then says that, from the starting point until an “anointed one” comes, there will be  
“seven sevens and sixty-two ‘sevens.’” (9:25)  After these sixty-two sevens, this “anointed one” 
will be “cutoff,” or “put to death,” as the NIV has it. (9:26)   Since these “sixty-two ‘sevens’” 
follow “seven ‘sevens,’” the total sixty-nine “sevens” would represent 483 years.  Two 
historical deaths are most often suggested as possible references:  
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• The death of the high priest, Onias III, in 171 BC.  Onias was apparently murdered for his 
opposition to the Hellenizing forces in Judaism during the reign of Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes.  Compare 11:22: “…a prince of the covenant will be destroyed”. 

• The crucifixion of Jesus in 33 AD.  (The NIV assumes this reference by capitalizing 
“Anointed One,” in 9:25-26, but this need not be assumed from the text.) 

Which “Abomination of Desolation”? 

According to the text, in the “middle” of the last seven, an unnamed ruler will stop daily 
sacrifices in the sanctuary and will set up “an abomination of desolation”.  This oppression of 
God’s people will then continue “until the end that is decreed is poured out on him [or, ‘it,’ in 
some translations].” (9:27) 

Three “abomination of desolations” are most frequently suggested: 

• Desecration of the Temple by Antiochus IV Epiphanes in 168/167 BC 
• Destruction of the Temple by Titus in 70 AD 
• A future desecration of the Temple yet to be rebuilt in Jerusalem 

5.4 Close Enough to Antiochus? 
Some interpreters see the 490 years, expressed as “seventy ‘sevens,’” as a symbolic reference 
to the period between the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem and the desecration of 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes.  Assuming that these are true lunar years (~354 days/year), ~432 
years would have elapsed between 587/586 BC and 168/167 BC, and this total is regarded as 
“close enough” to the symbolically expressed total of 490 years.     

5.5 Close Enough to the Crucifixion? 
For those finding a reference to Jesus within this series of “sevens,” several historical 
challenges present themselves.   The following chart illustrates those challenges. 

Note: For illustration purposes, a lunar year consisting of 360 days is used, as recommended by 
many who suggest this interpretation.  However, see our caution above, under A Note 
Concerning Calendars. 
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Historical Challenges to Interpreting “Seventy ‘Sevens’” as 490 Years 

(Lunar year of 360 days used for comparison purposes) 

 

As this chart demonstrates, at least three assumptions are necessary for those who wish to 
precisely place the crucifixion at 483 years from the time that the “word goes out”: 

• The “seventy ‘sevens’” must begin with the return of Nehemiah to Jerusalem in 
445 BC.   

In support of this assumption, the point is sometimes made that this is the only 
explicit call to “restore and rebuild Jerusalem,” as stated in 9:25.  More precisely, 
however, the letter referenced in Nehemiah 2:8 is narrowly focused: “‘And may I 
have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the royal park, so he will give me timber to make 
beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the 
residence I will occupy?’”  This reference must be stretched to assume that it 
applies to restoring and rebuilding the entire city.  
 

In contrast to this, more specific references to restoring and rebuilding Jerusalem 
are explicitly associated with Cyrus in the prophecies of Isaiah, see Isaiah 44:28; 
45:13. 

• The years contained in the “seventy ‘sevens’” consist of 360-days.   
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See our caution, above, under A Note Concerning Calendars, regarding the use of 
this ideal calendar to calculate dates on a flawed, human calendar. 

•  The “anointed one” in 9:25-26 refers Jesus, who is “cut off” or “put to death” 
shortly “after” the 483-period ends. 

Only if these three assumptions are granted, a fixed 483-period can be identified between the 
beginning of the first “seven” and the end of the sixty-ninth seven. 

The 490-year period, however, is less discernable.  Daniel 9:27 indicates that an “abomination 
of desolation” will occur in the “middle” of the last “seven.”  If the end of the sixty-ninth 
“seven”, or 483 years is identified as 31 AD, then this abomination would be expected 
somewhere between 34 and 35 AD, but, in fact, it does not occur until some 34 or 35 years 
later, in 70 AD.  

Some respond to this challenge by asserting that 70 AD is “close enough” to the mark to 
warrant a valid interpretation.  Others, however, pursue a different explanation, by proposing 
a future fulfillment of this last seven.   

5.6 A Future Seventieth Week? 
To consistently maintain that the “seventy ‘sevens’” refer to a literal 490-year timeframe, 
some argue that the last “seven” must be pushed out into the future when another 
“abomination of desolation” will occur.  Assuming that a new Temple in Jerusalem will be 
built, a world-leader known as the “Antichrist” will desecrate its sanctuary again.    

According to this view, while world awaits this judgment, a pause has been placed between 
the sixty-ninth and seventieth week of Daniel.  This pause of indefinite length, known as the 
Church Age, is the period in which we now live.  When this age ends, the last, literal, seven-
years of Daniel’s prophecy will be realized. 

The following diagram illustrates this view: 
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While this interpretation solves the challenge of identifying the historical end of a 490-year 
period, it does so by introducing an assumption that does not arise directly from the text.  It 
assumes a “gap” between the sixty-ninth “seven” and the seventieth “seven” which is not 
asserted in the text.  Proponents typically find justification for this assumption in the New 
Testament emphasis on God’s work among the Gentiles, before He resumes His work among 
the physical descendants of Abraham. 

This assumption, then, must be added to the three assumptions listed above, regarding a 
starting point with Nehemiah, the 360-day lunar year, and the 483-years ending sometime 
near the crucifixion of Jesus.  

6 Another Perspective 

A New Jubilee 

Rather than seeing the “seventy ‘sevens’” as literal years, other interpreters emphasize the 
many ways that the number “seven” symbolically appears within Israel’s Torah.  Creation was 
completed in seven days.  “Sabbath” is commanded for the seventh day.  Every seven years, 
the land must rest during a “Sabbath Year”, and after seven Sabbath Years, “seven sevens,” a 
Year of Jubilee is proclaimed when “each of you is to return to your family property and to your 
own clan” (Leviticus 25:10).   
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Given this rich tradition, God may be speaking through these visions of Daniel in a powerfully, 
symbolic way.  He promises a new, expanded, and extended Year of Jubilee that is… 

“…decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to 
sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and 
prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place” (9:24). 

The whole of God’s people, His city and His temple will be cleansed and restored permanently 
to His righteous standards, fulfilling all visions and prophecies. 

God commands the “year of Jubilee” after He delivers His people from Egypt.  His act of 
salvation anticipates the purpose of Jubilee, freeing His people to return to their promised 
land and family property.   Later, God proclaims another Jubilee through the prophet, 
Jeremiah.  “This is what the LORD says: ‘When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will 
come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.’”  (Jeremiah 29:10)   

These two historic highpoints rise from a series of low points.  This is also true in each cycle of 
seven.  Between Sabbath days, Sabbath years and Years of Jubilee, life returns to normal.  
There are six days, six years, and forty-nine (seven times seven) years.  Too often, in these 
times between, the sins of the past are repeated, requiring new sacrifices, new repentance, 
forgiveness, atonement, cleansing and restoration – a new Sabbath day, a new Sabbath Year, a 
new Year of Jubilee. 

In this context, Daniel chapter 9 provides both bad news and good news.  The bad news is that 
the waiting period for the next Jubilee will be extended, from seven sevens to seventy sevens.  
The good news is that this next Jubilee will be the last, because, after that, God’s plan is 
complete, and there be no more captivity. 

This growing story of Jubilees is illustrated in the following diagram: 
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Until Then… 

The phrase, “seventy ‘sevens’” (9:24), is a symbolic way of summarizing the rest of time from 
Daniel’s perspective.  When it is completed, God has finished His restoring work.  

As this diagram illustrates, the rest of time will unfold in stages. 
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The descriptions below flesh out this diagram.  

From Daniel’s perspective, the rest of time begins with what appears to be a new Jubilee, the 
traditional “seven ‘sevens’” between years of Jubilee (9:25; compare Leviticus 25:10).  
Following Cyrus’s decree, the city that Nebuchadnezzar destroyed will be “rebuilt with streets 
and a trench, but in times of trouble” (9:25).  Within the next 13 years, by 515 BC, the temple 
would be rebuilt, and by 400 BC, Nehemiah would complete his project of rebuilding the city 
walls.  Both were worthy of celebration, as people were able to return to their ancestral 
homelands. 

History would continue, however.  This would not be the end.  More cycles of seven would 
repeat until the last seven.  The reference to “sixty-two ‘sevens’” (9:25) is a way of referring to 
the time between this act of deliverance and the next, revealed in the last “seven.” 

From Daniel’s perspective, the last “seven” will begin when an “anointed one” is “cutoff”.  
(9:26).  The Lord’s city and sanctuary will be destroyed and a new covenant with the people 
will be established. (9:26-27).  Then, in the “middle” of that seven, a ruler will end the daily 
sacrifices in the sanctuary and set up “an abomination the causes desolation.”  (9:27) 

In chapter 8, we saw a similar vision. A “fierce-looking king” that rises up against a “prince of 
princes” (literal translation, 8:23,25).  Under this king, the daily sacrifice is taken away and the 
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sanctuary “is thrown down” (8:11).  This will continue until he is “destroyed, but not by human 
power”. (8:25) 

As history unfolds, Antiochus IV Epiphanes seems, at least partially, to fulfill this vision.  He is 
behind the murder of the High Priest, Onan III in 171 BC.  Then, from 168 BC – 164 BC, he 
prohibits both circumcision and sacrifices, and he desecrates the temple.  In the end, he dies 
of illness in 164 BC. The Maccabees retake the city and reconsecrate the temple. 

But still the end has not come.  How can this be the last “seven”?  The work of God is not yet 
complete. 

A New Period 

The vision in chapter 7 provides a clue.   A heavenly messenger declares that a new ruler 
who… 

“…[W]ill speak against the Most High and oppress his holy people and try to 
change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands 
for a time, times and half a time.” (7:25)   

This period described as “a time, times and half a time” seems to be inserted into the last 
seven.   When the last seven begins, it initiates this new period.  It begins with “a time” of 
oppression under Antiochus.  After God delivers His people from this oppression and allows 
the Temple to be reconsecrated, wars and oppression will continue through the “times” that 
follow. (9:26) Then “half a time” will commence when a new ruler will repeat the atrocities 
demonstrated during the reign of Antiochus. (9:27) 

This new iteration points to the atrocities of Vespasian and Titus in 70 AD, shorty after Jesus 
the “Anointed One” is “cutoff,” and the daily sacrifices are ended, because Temple is desolated 
by destruction. 

Coming Together in the End 

And yet, from our human perspective, we have still not reached the end.  We have not fully 
realized the decree of God “to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for 
wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint 
the Most Holy Place” (9:24).  We seem stuck in the last “half a time,” the last half of the last 
“seven”. 

There are parallels here with the seventh day of creation: 

“By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh day and 
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made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had 
done.” Genesis 2:2 

We are still living in that seventh day.  Every Sabbath day, Sabbath year and Jubilee year, God 
reminds His people that they owe their lives and their world to Him.  After sin enters the 
world, these cyclical engagements remind them of God’s restoring work, to put creation right, 
back to where it began at the beginning of day seven. 

In a similar way, we are still in the last seven.  After the death and resurrection of Jesus, we are 
in the last phase of the last day.  There is no time limit to this day.  It will end when God says it 
will end. 

From an eternal perspective, however, this end is very near.   The Son of Man has made His 
appearance.  The Ancient of Days has revealed the decree of His heavenly court.  This eternal 
decree is just outside of time, ready to break into time, when and how God decides to do it.  

7 What’s the Point 
“Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put 
an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision 

and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.” Daniel 9:24 

The end is sure, but we will get there on God’s calendar, not ours. 
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