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1 Looking into the Distance 

1.1 Remembering the Prophetic Perspective 

 

1.2 One Vision in Three Phases 

 

Chapter 9 contained good news, bad news and then more good news.  The first good news 
was that the seventy years of captivity would soon be over.  A new Jubilee, “seven ‘sevens’,” 
would soon bring period of judgment to a close.  The bad news, however, was that another 
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period of judgment of “seventy ‘sevens’” has been decreed.  But then there is more good 
news.  A new, eternal Jubilee has also been decreed.  Hope is on the horizon. 

This last vision of Daniel, in chapters 10-12, then expands this theme of hope in three phases. 

In chapter 10, a heavenly messenger arrives to deliver historic predictions.  Chapter 11 then 
details a long history of earthly conflict that already has a fixed, predetermined end.  At the 
end of this chapter, the view shifts toward the distant future, that culminates in chapter 12, 
when God brings a heavenly victory into this broken and divided world.  

2 A Heavenly Messenger 
“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia,” (c. 537 BC), Daniel again is deeply troubled (10:1).  
We are not told why.  Perhaps the repatriation of Judea is not moving as quickly as he had 
hoped.  Or, he may still be recovering from the “bad news” that a new “seventy ‘sevens’” had 
been decreed before God’s plans were fully realized.  In any case, he mourns and fasts, and 
God responds by sending a messenger with a confirming vision.  The victories referenced in 
earlier visions, in chapters 2, 7 and 8, are still awaiting fulfillment. 

The heavenly messenger is not explicitly identified.  His description shares language with a 
vision of God that Ezekiel sees beside the Kebar River (compare Ezekiel 1:22-25).  The 
messenger also bears some resemblance to the vision of Christ that John describes in 
Revelation 1:12-15.  However, this messenger, though he speaks with divine authority, does 
not seem to be an appearance of God Himself. He voluntarily concedes his need for assistance 
in overcoming the “prince of the Persian kingdoms,” assistance provided by Michael, “one of 
the chief princes” (10:13).   

This brief glimpse into heavenly conflict provides a fitting context to the vision that the 
messenger is about to deliver.  God has a unique interest in the historic events about to 
unfold, as He makes use of rulers from other kingdoms.  These rulers, however, do not 
knowingly defer to His direction.  The spiritual powers that stand behind these defiant 
kingdoms must be subdued in the process of bringing these rulers to heel.  The outcome is not 
in doubt, but the revelation of that outcome will occur over time. 

God’s heavenly forces are especially deployed to protect His people through these conflicts 
(compare 12:1).  Earlier, the heavenly messenger and Michael join forces to protect Daniel 
during “the first year of Darius the Mede,” when the new ruler sought to execute him in a den 
of lions (11:1, compare 5:30, 6:1-28).   

Then, in response to Daniel’s mourning and fasting, they again engage in a spiritual battle to 
reveal this divine message. During the “three weeks” of Daniel’s fast (10:2), for “21 days”, the 
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heavenly messenger sought to bring a word of encouragement, but “the prince of the Persian 
kingdom” resisted him (10:13). Only with Michael’s help was he able to arrive and deliver his 
message of hope.  (Compare Michael’s appearances in the New Testament, where in Jude 9, 
he disputes with the devil about the body of Moses, and, in Revelation 12:7, he leads his 
angels in a war against the dragon and his angels.) 

This spiritual conflict tells us that this message holds critical importance for God’s people, 
enough importance that the spiritual forces opposing God’s plans sought to suppress it. 

After the message is delivered, the heavenly messenger says that he will return to the fight, 
and the next stage of God’s plan will begin.  This next stage, described in chapter 11, will 
involve the princes of Persia and Greece. (10:20) 

3 Earthly Conflicts 
Chapter 11 contains a detailed account of earthly conflicts over the next several hundred 
years.  As chapter 10 points out, however, God’s spiritual forces will also remain active in 
these conflicts to ensure their decreed end. 

The following diagram illustrates the contents of chapter 11. 

 

The account begins with one of the Persian rulers who follows Cyrus, Xerxes I, who assumes 
the throne in 485 BC and continues through the invasion of Alexander, “king of Greece.” (11:2-
4).  Following the death of Alexander, the account focuses on conflicts between the Seleucid 
and Ptolemaic kingdoms. This narrative continues at least until the reign of the Seleucid ruler 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes who desecrates the Temple in Jerusalem in 168/167 BC.  The final 
section of the narrative, which spills into chapter 12, remains a subject of debate.   
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Apart from its final section, the details in this description are so precise that most interpreters 
accept their history accuracy.  The details are in fact so accurate that some interpreters insist 
that at least this portion of Daniel was not written until the second century BC, recording 
history rather than predicting it.  (See our discussion of authorship in Session 1.)    

We would agree with other interpreters, however, who maintain that the chapter contains 
genuine predictions originating from the sixth century BC.   God is predicting with this degree 
of accuracy so that future generations will acknowledge His sovereignty over history.  
Compare, for example, Isaiah 46:10: “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient 
times, what is still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.’”   

3.1 Looking at the Map 
Most of the historic detail focuses on conflicts between the Seleucid and Ptolemaic kingdoms.  
The following map illustrates the extent of these kingdoms around 200 BC, near the time that 
Antiochus IV Epiphanes: 

 

3.2 Prophecy Becomes History 
The following table illustrates the accuracy of the historical events described in 11:2-34. 
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“Now then, I tell you the truth: Three more 
kings will arise in Persia, and then a fourth, 
who will be far richer than all the others. 
When he has gained power by his wealth, he 
will stir up everyone against the kingdom of 
Greece.” 11:2 

Xerxes I was the fourth Persian emperor 
after Cyrus, reigning from 486–465 BC. (See 
our chronological list provided in the Session 
1 handout) He grew wealthy through 
aggressive taxation among his conquered 
subject, but also spent freely in his 
opposition to the Greek empire. 

“Then a mighty king will arise, who will rule 
with great power and do as he pleases. After 
he has arisen, his empire will be broken up 
and parceled out toward the four winds of 
heaven. It will not go to his descendants, nor 
will it have the power he exercised, because 
his empire will be uprooted and given to 
others.” 11:3-4 

Alexander the Great defeated Persia in 334 
BC.  After his death, his empire was 
eventually divided between four Diadochi 
(successors): Lysimachus, Cassander, 
Ptolemy and Antigonus. 

“The king of the South will become strong, 
but one of his commanders will become even 
stronger than he and will rule his own 
kingdom with great power.”  11:5 

Seleucis I Nicator, a commander serving 
Ptolemy 1 Soter, becomes head of the 
Seleucid Empire, 311 BC. 

“After some years, they will become allies. 
The daughter of the king of the South will go 
to the king of the North to make an alliance, 
but she will not retain her power, and he and 
his power will not last. In those days she will 
be betrayed, together with her royal escort 
and her father and the one who supported 
her.” 11:6 

Bernice, daughter of Ptolemy II, marries 
Antiochus II, c.  252 BC. After the death of 
Antiochus, his first wife, Laocide, plots the 
death of Bernice and her son.  The pact with 
her father is broken, c. 246 BC. 

“One from her family line will arise to take 
her place. He will attack the forces of the 
king of the North and enter his fortress; he 
will fight against them and be victorious. He 
will also seize their gods, their metal images 
and their valuable articles of silver and gold 
and carry them off to Egypt.” 11:7-8 

Ptolemy III Euergetes, brother of Bernice, the 
new King of Egypt, attacks Seleucis II, and 
exacts a large sum of silver from Antioch, c.  
246 BC. 
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“For some years he will leave the king of the 
North alone. Then the king of the North will 
invade the realm of the king of the South but 
will retreat to his own country. His sons will 
prepare for war and assemble a great army, 
which will sweep on like an irresistible flood 
and carry the battle as far as his fortress.” 
11:8-10 

Antiochus III invades Egyptian-held Judea, 
and, after an initial retreat, gathers a new 
army and attacks Ptolemy’s fortress in 
Raphia, 217 BC. 

“Then the king of the South will march out in 
a rage and fight against the king of the North, 
who will raise a large army, but it will be 
defeated. When the army is carried off, the 
king of the South will be filled with pride and 
will slaughter many thousands, yet he will 
not remain triumphant.” 11:11-12 

Ptolemy IV Philopater defeats Antiochus III 
and retains control of Palestine, inflicting 
large casualties, c 215 BC.  Ptolemy’s control, 
however, will be short-lived. 

“For the king of the North will muster 
another army, larger than the first; and after 
several years, he will advance with a huge 
army fully equipped. In those times many will 
rise against the king of the South. Those who 
are violent among your own people will rebel 
in fulfillment of the vision, but without 
success.” 11:13-14 

After the death of Ptolemy IV, Antiochus III 
begins a new offensive against the armies of 
Ptolemy V Epiphanes (still a child), with many 
Jewish people participating.  In this effort, he 
suffers a brief setback at Gaza, c. 202 BC. 

“Then the king of the North will come and 
build up siege ramps and will capture a 
fortified city. The forces of the South will be 
powerless to resist; even their best troops 
will not have the strength to stand. The 
invader will do as he pleases; no one will be 
able to stand against him. He will establish 
himself in the Beautiful Land and will have 
the power to destroy it.” 11:15-16 

Antiochus III eventually retakes Judea at the 
Battle of Panium. c. 198 BC.  He takes the 
walled city of Sidon, c. 197 BC. 

“He will determine to come with the might of 
his entire kingdom and will make an alliance 
with the king of the South. And he will give 
him a daughter in marriage in order to 
overthrow the kingdom, but his plans will not 
succeed or help him.” 11:17 

After the victory, Antiochus III give his 
daughter, Cleopatra I, in marriage to Ptolemy 
to establish his influence in Egypt; however, 
the alliance is short-lived, c. 194 BC.   
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“Then he will turn his attention to the 
coastlands and will take many of them, but a 
commander will put an end to his insolence 
and will turn his insolence back on him. After 
this, he will turn back toward the fortresses 
of his own country but will stumble and fall, 
to be seen no more.” 11:18-19 

The Roman general, Cornelius Scipio 
Asiaticus defeats Antiochus III at the Battle of 
Magnesia, c. 190 BC.  Antiochus dies in 187 
BC. 

“His successor will send out a tax collector to 
maintain the royal splendor. In a few years, 
however, he will be destroyed, yet not in 
anger or in battle.” 11:20 

Seleucus IV Philopater, son of Antiochus III, 
commissions his finance minister, 
Hellodotus, to collect taxes from the newly 
reestablished territories (c. 178 BC), but “in a 
few years, ” Hellodotus turns on him and 
plots his assassination in 175 BC. 

“He will be succeeded by a contemptible 
person who has not been given the honor of 
royalty. He will invade the kingdom when its 
people feel secure, and he will seize it 
through intrigue.” 11:21 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes seizes power while 
the rightful heir to the Seleucid throne, 
Demetrius I, is held hostage in Rome, 175 BC. 

“Then an overwhelming army will be swept 
away before him; both it and a prince of the 
covenant will be destroyed. After coming to 
an agreement with him, he will act 
deceitfully, and with only a few people he 
will rise to power. When the richest 
provinces feel secure, he will invade them 
and will achieve what neither his fathers nor 
his forefathers did. He will distribute plunder, 
loot and wealth among his followers. He will 
plot the overthrow of fortresses—but only 
for a time.” 11:22-24 

Antiochus IV Epiphanes removes the High 
Priest, Onias III, and replaces him with his 
more compliant brother, Jason. 175 BC. 
Onias is murdered, c.171 BC. 

“With a large army he will stir up his strength 
and courage against the king of the South. 
The king of the South will wage war with a 
large and very powerful army, but he will not 
be able to stand because of the plots devised 
against him. Those who eat from the king’s 
provisions will try to destroy him; his army 
will be swept away, and many will fall in 
battle.” 11:25-26 

Antiochus IV attacks Egypt and lays siege to 
Alexandria.  Eventually, new regents of the 
young Ptolemy VI overcome the previous 
regents and sue for peace, c. 170-169 BC. 
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“The two kings, with their hearts bent on 
evil, will sit at the same table and lie to each 
other, but to no avail, because an end will 
still come at the appointed time.” 11:27 

Antiochus IV takes the young Ptolemy VI 
prisoner at his own court, c. 170-169 BC. 
 

The king of the North will return to his own 
country with great wealth, but his heart will 
be set against the holy covenant. He will take 
action against it and then return to his own 
country.” 11:28 

Antiochus IV returns to Judea, raids 
Jerusalem and plunders the temple for the 
first time, c. 169 BC. 
 

“At the appointed time he will invade the 
South again, but this time the outcome will 
be different from what it was before. Ships 
of the western coastlands will oppose him, 
and he will lose heart.” 11:29-30 

Antiochus IV again invades Egypt, but Rome 
sends a fleet to meet him en route, where 
Gaius Popillius Laenas prohibits him from 
completing the invasion, c. 169 BC. 

“Then he will turn back and vent his fury 
against the holy covenant. He will return and 
show favor to those who forsake the holy 
covenant.  His armed forces will rise up to 
desecrate the temple fortress and will 
abolish the daily sacrifice. Then they will set 
up the abomination that causes desolation. 
With flattery he will corrupt those who have 
violated the covenant, but the people who 
know their God will firmly resist him.” 11:30-
32 

Antiochus IV desecrates the temple, c. 
168/167 BC. 

“Those who are wise will instruct many, 
though for a time they will fall by the sword 
or be burned or captured or plundered. 
When they fall, they will receive a little help, 
and many who are not sincere will join 
them.” 11:33-34 

Beginning in 167 BC, the Maccabees lead a 
revolt against the Hellenizing efforts of 
Antiochus, gathering supporters with diverse 
motives.  Antiochus responded with harsh 
reprisals.  This account in Daniel seems to 
end before the Maccabees recaptured 
Jerusalem and rededicated the Temple in 
164 BC. 
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3.3 A New Period? 
Beginning in 11:35, the narrative brings the “time of the end” into view: 

“Some of the wise will stumble, so that they may be refined, purified and made 
spotless until the time of the end, for it will still come at the appointed time.” 
11:35 

At this point, the story seems to move beyond the activities of well-intentioned Maccabees to 
recover their homeland.  A more comprehensive restoration is in view, along the lines 
promised in 9:24: “…to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy 
Place.” 

We are left with the impression that God is working through the earthly struggles of God’s 
faithful to implement fully the next phase of His restoring plan. 

3.4 Which King? 
After this reference to the “time of the end,” the narrative lists some ominous traits of 
someone simply called, “the king” (11:36-39): 

• He will exalt himself above the gods and will say “unheard of things against the God of 
gods”. 

• He will be successful “until the time of wrath is completed”. 
• He will disregard the “gods of his ancestors” and “the one desired by women” (whatever 

this means). 
• He will instead honor a “god of fortresses,” “unknown to his ancestors,” honoring that 

god with costly gifts. 
• A foreign god will help him attack other mighty fortresses, and he will hand out lands 

and authority to those who support him.   

By themselves, these clues are not specific enough to identify a historical reference with 
certainty.    

Without the introduction of “time of the end” in verse 35, “the king” in verse 36 could easily 
be the one who has been the subject of verses 31-34, usually identified as Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes.  All the traits mentioned here could certainly apply to him. 

Earlier, in 8:19, the phrase, “time of the end,” was applied to the historic conflict between the 
Median/Persian and Greek kingdoms, symbolized in the ram and the goat.   There is a sense in 
which this time period somehow initiates with Antiochus.  Likewise, in our analysis of chapter 
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9, we identified the reign of Antiochus as the first part of the last seven, the “time” mentioned 
in Daniel 7:25.   By identifying Antiochus, therefore, as the king described in 11:36-39, we find 
yet another illustration of his pivotal role within the revelation of God’s plan. 

We must also admit, however, that this interpretation is not altogether certain. Earlier 
sections of the chapter 11 narrative have seamlessly transitioned from one “king of the North” 
or “king of the South” to the next, without a grammatical clue.  The transition must be 
assumed by interpreting the subject matter.  This may also be happening here, in which case 
further refection may suggest another king, appearing perhaps, in the image of Antiochus. 
Perhaps he prefigures a later ruler (or rulers) who will act in similar, oppressive ways and who 
will reveal the fuller plan of God. 

3.5 Another Transition? 
In 11:40, however, we do find a linguistic clue that the narrative may be moving into another 
historical period: 

“At the time of the end the king of the South will engage him in battle, and the 
king of the North will storm out against him with chariots and cavalry and a great 
fleet of ships. He will invade many countries and sweep through them like a flood.” 
(11:40, NIV, 2011) 

Since 11:21, Antiochus has occupied the role of “king of the North.”  In verse 40, however a 
new “king of the North” is introduced.   Now three kings are involved. A “king of the South” 
and a new “king of the North” will attack “him.”  This clue may indicate that we have moved 
into a subsequent period in history when the Seleucid successors to Antiochus IV had lost their 
hold on the “North”.   Very soon after Antiochus’s death, multiple contenders for his throne 
rapidly divided and fragmented a previously united kingdom. 

3.6 More Battles 
In 11:40-45, after briefly mentioning the conflict among three kings, the account proceeds to 
describe the exploits of this new “king of the North” (11:40-45): 

• Along with the king of the South, the (new) king of the North will engage “him” (the 
current Seleucid ruler?) with chariots, calvary and a great fleet of ships. 

• He, the new “king of the North,” will sweep through many countries, including the 
“Beautiful land”. 

• Edom, Moab, and Ammon will be delivered from him. 
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The following map shows the Nabatean kingdom that included the territories 
formerly occupied by the kingdoms of Edom, Moab and Ammon 
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• Egypt, Libya and Cush, will not escape him. 

The following map illustrates the territory occupied by Egypt, Libya and Cush during the 
time of the Babylonian empire. 

 

 

• Rumors from the east and north will alarm him, so he will redirect his wrath, pitching his 
tents “between the seas at the beautiful holy mountain.” 

• “Yet he will come to an end, because no one will help him.” 
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Not surprisingly, interpreters are divided when it comes to identifying both this king and the 
battles he undertakes: 

• Among interpreters who regard 11:2-34 as historical events recorded after the fact, 
many suggest that this final portion is unfulfilled prophecy, second-century writers 
foreseeing a battle involving Antiochus that does not ultimately occur.    

• Others believe these verses contain references to the closing days of the Seleucid 
empire and/or the emerging power of Rome. 

• Others project these verses into the future, believing they describe the activities of an 
Antichrist yet to be revealed. 

For those who believe Daniel was written in the sixth-century BC, the last two positions are 
the ones most frequently argued. 

References to Rome? 

In support of the idea that these verses continue to tell the story of the fall of the Seleucid 
Empire and the rise of Roman power, the following points may be suggested. 

1. As in the rest of the chapter, this reference to a “king of the North,” may refer to 
multiple individuals within a related line of rulers.  

2. After the death of Antiochus IV Epiphanes, the Seleucid empire rapidly fell apart.  
Among other setbacks, in 145 BC, at the Battle of the Oenoparus River near Antioch in 
Syria, Ptolemy VI, a “king of the South,” (11:40) defeated Alexander Balas who had 
usurped the Seleucid throne five years earlier.   

3. The Roman general Pompey (another “king of the North”), with his full complement of 
Roman forces (“chariots and calvary and a full fleet of ships” 11:40) dealt the final death 
blow to the remaining cities of the Seleucid kingdom in 63 BC, when his troops “swept 
through them like a flood” (11:40), from their base in Antioch. 

4. Pompey then invaded and annexed the “Beautiful Land” of Judea (11:41) in 63 BC, 
making it a province of Rome subject to the proconsul of Syria.      

5. Both the Roman republic and the empire maintained a complex relationship with the 
Nabataean territories previously occupied by Moab, Edom, and Ammon (11:41), more 
often dealing with them as allies rather than subjects. They are not formally annexed 
until 106 AD under the emperor, Trajan.  

6. Pompey, Caesar, Anthony, and Augustus eventually solidified Roman domination over 
the former kingdoms of Egypt. (11:42-43) 

7. The reference in 11:44 to “reports from the east and the north” that alarm this king is 
vague enough to admit many possibilities.   It is perhaps significant that that the Roman 
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general Titus was in Alexandria when, in 66 AD, Nero selected his father, Vespasian, to 
suppress the rebellion in Judea.  These reports, “from the east (Judea?) and the north 
(Rome?)” brought him to the “beautiful holy mountain” (11:45) outside Jerusalem to 
suppress the rebels.  When Vespasian was recalled to Rome after the death of Nero, 
Titus then became the face of the Roman “rage to destroy and annihilate many”. (11:44)  

8. The end of 11:45, then, would point further into the future to the eventual destruction 
of the empire, when the last iteration of the Roman emperor “will come to his end, and 
no one will help him.” 

This is one way of seeing a chronological thread that has been woven through these verses.  
This view remains true to historical fact, and it also complements the thrust of earlier chapters 
which suggest another ruler who follows and imitates the actions of Antiochus. 

Admittedly, however, this thread is not the only one that could be woven from the less than 
specific clues that appear in the text. 

Future Battles? 

Given the admittedly vague references to historic events and people, and the larger reference 
to the “time of the end,” some interpreters project this battle into the future, often 
mentioning a similar conflict with Gog in the land Magog, described in Ezekiel 38-39 (compare 
Revelation 20:8). 

In this future battle, it is argued, God will defeat a united world kingdom that will launch a new 
attack on the restored people of Israel based in Jerusalem. 

Interpreters who argue for this point of view generally understand references to ancient 
warfare weapons, such as chariots and horses, as anachronistic representations of modern 
equivalents.    

4 Heavenly Victory on Earth 
The description of the early conflicts in chapter 11 transition into the heavenly victories of 
chapter 12.   The chapter follows a structure seen repeatedly in the book: a vision followed by 
a heavenly explanation. 

4.1 The Vision: From Death to Life 
Verses 1-4 contain the vision.  The narrative returns to the theme of heavenly conflict 
mentioned in chapter 9.  Michael, “the great prince who protects your people” (12:1), will act 
to counter the destructive actions of the earthly oppressors described in chapter 11.  This 
victory will take various forms: 
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• It will occur “at that time” (12:1). 
• It will occur during or immediately after an historic “time of distress” (12:1). 
• It will happen for “everyone whose name is found written in the book” (12:1). 
• Those who “sleep in the dust” will awake to receive everlasting life or contempt. (12:2). 
• The wise and the righteous will shine like the heavenly stars (12:3). 

The vision concludes with a command for Daniel to seal up “the words on this scroll until the 
time of the end.”  (12:4) He is then told that, in the meantime, many will scatter about looking 
for answers.  

The substance of the vision promises divine action and human accountability for actions taken 
during earthly conflicts.  This accountability extends to those who have already died in the 
conflict, either as evil antagonists or as righteous defenders.  Some interpreters doubt a 
reference to bodily resurrection in 12:2, but, for those of us who live after the resurrection of 
Jesus, the reference seems hard to dismiss. 

The vision also holds out hope for those, like Daniel, who are trying to live faithfully in a hostile 
environment.  While the faithful seem to be the nameless victims of an oppressor, God 
nevertheless records their names in His book.  They are not forgotten when His rescue and 
restoration begin.  While the lights of God’s city may be extinguished by earthly oppressors, 
the faithful may remain certain that one day they will again reflect the glory of God’s light in 
this world. 

But when will this happen?  The opening verse says, “at that time” (12:1).  The reference is 
probably to the time described at the end of chapter 11.   If we assume, then, that the chapter 
closes with a reference to Vespasian and Titus, then this victory is spiritual in nature, since 
Judea is not then restored to its historic glory.  The predicted time of oppression would be the 
persecutions with conflicts between Rome and Judea following 66 AD.  The times would reflect 
the earlier times of “distress” under Antiochus. 

In this case, the resurrection promised in Daniel can refer to the awakening that each person 
will experience after their physical death, when God calls them to account.  This does not 
necessarily conflict, however, with the notion of a general resurrection as described, for 
example, in 1 Corinthians 15. 

For those, however, that see the end of chapter 11 referring to a future battle, these verses in 
chapter 12 refer to an actual military victory lead by Michael in the future that will be followed 
by the general resurrection promised elsewhere in the New Testament. 
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4.2 The Explanation: Revelation to be continued… 
Verses 5-13 describe a conversation with a “man clothed in linen” (12:7) about when the 
marvelous things promised in 1-4, and, by extension, all the promises contained in Daniel’s 
visions, will be fulfilled.  

As with earlier visions, a heavenly explanation follows.  Daniel overhears a conversation 
between two heavenly beings standing on opposite sides of a river that symbolically divides 
this world from what lies beyond. 

In response to Daniel’s question about when all these things would be fulfilled, the heavenly 
messenger offers the following information: 

• It will be a “time, times and half a time” (12:7). 
• It will be after “the power of the holy people has finally been broken” (12:7). 
• It will be “1290 days” after the daily sacrifice is ended and the abomination of 

desolation is set up. (12:11) 
• People will be blessed if they make it through “1355 days”. (12:11) 

As with earlier explanations, their comments sometimes raise more questions than answers. 

In our last session on Mysterious Time References, we outlined a framework based on the 
“seventy ‘sevens’” described in chapter 9.  According to that framework, the phrase, “time, 
times and half a time,” also referenced in 7:25, expands the last “seven” in chapter 9.   The 
“half a time” in that phrase nicely correlates to the last “1290 days,” or 3 ½ years in that 
seven.   

As argued in the last session, the last seven may not refer to a literal seven years, and these 
last 3 ½ years may likewise be symbolic.  They may refer to the end of God’s larger plan to 
introduce a new, eternal year of Jubilee.  Those who experience this end, who live past the 
1290 days, into 1355 days, experience the blessing of this new Jubilee. 

The heavenly messenger readily acknowledges that this information remains shrouded in 
mystery.  He nevertheless instructs Daniel to “seal up” this information “until the time of the 
end.” (12:9) 

In the meantime, God will continue to do his work, perfecting the faithful while the wicked 
continue their schemes (12:9-10).  Also in the meantime, Daniel should continue to live his life 
faithfully until such time as he is called to receive his reward in accordance with the vision he 
has just seen (12:12)  
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So then, by the end of the book we have this glorious picture of the fulfillment of all things, 
with the assured promise of God to bring His glorious kingdom to earth, ending the oppression 
of all earthly kingdoms. 

The way in which all this happens, however, still awaits further revelation. 

5 A Look into the Gospels 
In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus refers explicitly to the “prophet” Daniel: 

  “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 
desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” Matthew 24:15-16. 

Mark’s Gospel contains the same statement, though it leaves out the explicit reference to 
Daniel (Mark 13:14) 

In the context, Jesus is warning his disciples that terrible times of persecution are ahead, and 
he does not want them to fall for false reports about the coming of the Messiah during those 
times.  Within this context, then, He assures His followers that the “abomination” that they 
will witness is in fact the very sign that Daniel predicts.  It is the sign of God’s coming kingdom. 

Not surprisingly, interpreters have seen different sorts of warnings embedded in these 
statements from Jesus.  Those who believe that Daniel’s visions refer to a future time of 
oppression under a world-wide Antichrist also interpret Jesus’s statements along these lines. 

Nevertheless, it may be significant that Jesus speaks just a few decades before the Temple is 
desecrated and desolated in 70 AD, and, as a Jewish place for sacrifice, remains desolate to 
this day.  The mass destruction that accompanied this Roman victory is well documented.  It 
continues to scar the historic soul of Judaism. 

For a group of disciples that accepted Jesus as the Messiah, His crucifixion, resurrection, and 
ascension were unexpected outcomes.  After His ascension, Rome continued to oppress the 
people of Judea.   In reaction, people would naturally be looking for a new “anointed one” to 
restore the Kingdom.  Anticipating this desire, Jesus warns them that the Messiah has already 
come.  He is still the Messiah, and He will return when the time is right.   

 

6 What’s the Point 
“Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlasting life, others to 

shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 
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heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.” 
Daniel 12:2-3 

We can trust God’s promise to use our faithful efforts to shine His light into a broken world, 
and, through His grace, to reward us when our time comes to stand before Him.  


	1 Looking into the Distance
	1.1 Remembering the Prophetic Perspective
	1.2 One Vision in Three Phases

	2 A Heavenly Messenger
	3 Earthly Conflicts
	3.1 Looking at the Map
	3.2 Prophecy Becomes History
	3.3 A New Period?
	3.4 Which King?
	3.5 Another Transition?
	3.6 More Battles

	4 Heavenly Victory on Earth
	4.1 The Vision: From Death to Life
	4.2 The Explanation: Revelation to be continued…

	5 A Look into the Gospels
	6 What’s the Point

