
 
Today’s Topic: A Way Forward  

Ruth 1:15-18 

Sunday, August 14, 2022 

1. Losing Control 

“In the days when the judges ruled, a there was a famine in the land. So a man from 
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the 
country of Moab.  The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the 

names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion.” Ruth 1:1-2 (NIV, 2011)  
“Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. They 

married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived 
there about ten years,  both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without 

her two sons and her husband.” Ruth 1:3-5 (NIV, 2011) 
 

 

 



2. Sovereign Connections 

“When Naomi heard in Moab that the LORD had come to the aid of his people by 
providing food for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from 
there. With her two daughters-in-law she left the place where she had been living and 

set out on the road that would take them back to the land of Judah.”  

Ruth 1:6-7 (NIV, 2011) 

3. Exploring Faith 

“But Ruth replied, ‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go 
I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God 
my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with 

me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.’”  

Ruth 1:16-17 (NIV, 2011) 

The Point: 

 

 

Next Steps: 
Does our behavior encourage others to explore their faith? 

 

Discussion Questions: 

1. Why is hope so important in our lives? 
2. Read Ruth 1:1-5.  Describe how these three women would have felt after experiencing 

their loss. 
3. Read Ruth 1:6-7.  Despite their loss, God had brought three women together who 

previously did not know one another.  Describe a time when adversity made it possible to 
connect with someone you had not known previously.  

4. Read Ruth 1:8-13.  What does this conversation tell us about each of the women 
involved? 

5. Read Ruth 1:14-18.  Why is Ruth committed to accompanying Naomi to Judah? 
6. Read Ruth 1:19-22.  Naomi is honest about her disappointment with God.  What enables 

here to continue despite this disappointment? 
7. What truth from this study will you think about and try to apply throughout the coming 

week? 


